Preparation Paper No. 4 


For the Passage from 3=8 to 4=7 


This paper is to be given to the Practicus by the examining Chief upon the 
completion of the examination to pass from Practicus to Philosophus. 


The following preparation is to be undertaken by the Practicus during the 
time remaining between the examination and the 4=7 attunement. There 
will not be an examination on this material. However, the work described 
below will sensitize the Candidate to the types of energies which will be 
manifest in the forthcoming attunement; and failure to perform this Passage 
Work may deprive the Candidate of the fullest possible benefit of the 
ceremony. 


You are also reminded to record carefully the results of these meditations in 
your Magical Diary so that you can compare them to your experiences after 
your attunement. 


The meditations described below need not be lengthy. Ten minutes of 
meditation is ample. In all cases, the practice of relaxation and rhythmic 
breathing should precede the meditations to create the proper state of 
receptivity. 


Incense is optional. If incense is used, it should be Rose, Sandalwood or 
Myrtle. 


1. The Magical Image of Netzach 


The Magical Image of Netzach will be your focus of meditation for the first 
week of your preparation. 


The magical Images are simple in their basic description, but are subject to 
considerable elaboration. Use the image that comes to your mind based on 
the Correspondences for Netzach and the description, “a beautiful young 
woman in a field” as the basic image and let your creative imagination 
elaborate it with all of the symbols of Netzach that you may know and which 
fit. (A simple list of Netzach symbols is given in Lesson 10 of the Threshold 
Course, “Tables of Correspondences.”) 


Begin each session by forming the basic Magical Image of Netzach, then 
begin imaginatively elaborating it, building each time on what you 
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accomplished the time before. After two or three minutes of this, simply 
direct your attention to the image and let the meditation progress as it will. 
Hold a sense of expectancy that some communication or lesson will be 
provided to you in this way. Record all results in your diary. 


2. The Doctrines of the 4=7 Grade of Philosophus 


Three paths lead to the Grade of Philosophus. The Twenty-ninth path of the 
letter Qoph, beginning in the Grade of Zelator, is the first. The second is 
the Twenty-eighth path of the letter Tzaddi, which commences in the Grade 
of Theoricus. The third is the Twenty-seventh path of the letter Peh, 
beginning in the Grade of Practicus. 


Here is a plain intimation that in order to be able to grasp the Rosicrucian 
philosophy, one must first have developed the perception that he lives in a 
cosmic order, then he must have received sound instruction in the 
fundamentals of Rosicrucian theory, and finally he must have worked at 
training himself in confident expectation that the Great Work will be 
brought to a gloriously splendid completion. 


The Twenty-ninth Path 


The twenty-ninth path is called the Corporeal Intelligence. It informs 
every body which is incorporated under all orbs, and it is the growth 
thereof. 

Book of Formation 


This is the path of the body consciousness, the path of the coordinated 
working together of the thirty trillion cells of the physical organism. 
Knut Stenring says that in black magic this path enables the operator to 
become en rapport with his victim. Pay no attention to this pseudo- 
occult bugaboo; for though it is perfectly true that black magic depends 
on some sort of physical connection between the operator and the victim, 
it is equally true that the same law works in the opposite direction. In 
white magic this same path is the one that enables the operator to 
establish the connection whereby he heals and helps a sufferer. It is by 
the vibrations of physical cells in a physical body that any magician, 
white or black, is able to “step down” the subtle currents of energy 
operating on higher levels so as to make them available for the 
modification of physical forms. Remember always that the black 
Magician uses the same forces and operates by the same fundamental 
laws as the operator engaged in white magic. What distinguishes black 
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from white in magic is the intention of the operator, and the purposes for 
which the subtle forces are applied. In physical science we may find a 
good analogy. It is white magic to use explosives to clear a field, and 
black magic to use the same explosives to shatter human bodies in 
warfare. 


When the text says this path “informs” bodies, it uses the verb in a sense 
now almost obsolete, meaning “to give form to; to mold; to arrange.” 
Corporeal Intelligence is therefore the consciousness that shapes bodies. 
It is associated through the letter Qoph with the back of the head, 
because in the back of the head is located the specific organ of the body- 
building intelligence. This organ is the medulla oblongata, and it is what 
responds to our endeavors to take control of our bodies, to change their 
chemistry and to rearrange their structures. 


When we use occult methods of controlling the astral light and the forces 
of subconsciousness, activities are set in motion that eventually result in 
actual cell adaptation. We cannot do this until we are informed of the 
theory developed in the second Rosicrucian Grade. Nor shall we 
succeed unless we have spent some time in the kind of practice 
associated with the third Grade. It is on this account that the twenty- 
ninth path cannot be traversed until the aspirant has become a 
Practicus. 


As a Zelator he learns that his body is a vehicle of the cosmic life. As a 
Theoricus he learns that every function of that body is under the 
immediate control of subconsciousness. But it is only when he has 
learned to make clear, specific patterns of what he may expect in the 
future that he really begins to modify his body so that its chemistry and 
organization are such that he can grasp the Rosicrucian philosophy. 


It is not enough to be willing to learn. One must have the right kind of 
brain cells and the right kind of body chemistry. The ordinary modes of 
human life do not build the brain cells and they poison the body. As well 
expect a drunkard to grasp the finer significance of experience as to 
expect the average human being to do so - and for precisely the sane 
reason. A poisoned body cannot grasp a true philosophy. 


The Twenty-eighth Path 


The twenty-eighth path is called the Natural Intelligence, whereby the 
nature of everything found in the orb of the sun is completed and 
perfected. 

Book of Formation 
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One of the early lessons in true Rosicrucian philosophy is that everything 
is natural. Nothing is supernatural. Some planes of activity are 
superhuman, perhaps, if we apply the adjective human merely to 
personality. All events and phenomena, however, are part of nature; and 
if esoteric philosophy does show that the essence of that nature is 
Divinity itself, it by no means admits the existence of the supernatural. 


The twenty-eighth path, represented in Tarot by Key 17, is the path of 
meditation. The picture on the Key shows a nude woman, symbolizing 
Truth unveiled. She pours water from two vases, and this part of the 
symbolism corresponds exactly to the definition of meditation given 
generations ago by the Hindu psychologist, Patanjali: “Meditation is an 
unbroken flow of knowledge in a particular object.” 


The aspirant to advancement in the Way of Return seems to himself to be 
meditating. Esoteric doctrine, however, distinctly declares that the 
personality of the aspirant is merely an agency through which the 
natural process of an unbroken flow of knowledge in a particular object 
finds expression. From this point of view, human personality is an 
instrument that Nature herself has devised and perfected. Human 
bodies and brains are the means the One Life has invented, so to speak, 
in order to carry on the natural process of meditation. This instrument 
enables the universal consciousness to take forms it could not assume 
without such a vehicle of expression. 


Taking such forms, the Life Power brings the nature of everything found 
in the “orb of the sun” to completeness and perfection. The “orb of the 
sun” is the sphere of influence of solar activity, i.e., the solar system. 
The cosmic process of Involution-Evolution works through all the 
kingdoms of nature to perfect the instrument named man. When this 
instrument is ripened to a certain point, the natural process of 
meditation makes the instrument of human consciousness the means of 
expressing the Life Power’s knowledge of its own nature and the 
possibilities of that nature. Thus, human thought and action become the 
means by which the forces of the cosmos take forms that could not 
otherwise be brought into manifestation. 


The introduction of human personality as an integral part of the cosmic 
process is what Judge Troward, himself under the direct guidance of the 
Invisible Order, as his works on Mental Science make evident to a 
discerning reader, designated as the “Personal Factor” in The Creative 
Process in the Individual, he said: 


The function, then, of the Personal Factor in the Creative Order is 
to provide specialized conditions by the use of the powers of 
Selection and Initiative, a truth indicated by the maxim “Nature 
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unaided fails;” but the difficulty is that if enhanced powers were 
attained by the whole population of the world without any common 
basis for their use, their promiscuous exercise could only result in 
chaotic confusion and the destruction of the entire race. To 
introduce the creative power of the Individual and at the same time 
avoid converting it into a devastating flood is the great problem of 
the transition from the Fourth Kingdom into the Fifth. For this 
purpose, it becomes necessary to have a Standard of the Personal 
Factor independent of any individual conceptions, just as we found 
that in order for us to attain self-consciousness at all, it was a 
necessity that there should be a Universal Mind as the generic 
basis of all individual mentality; only in regard to the generic build 
of mind the conformity is necessarily automatic, while in regard to 
the specializing process the fact that the essence of the process is 
Selection and Initiative renders it impossible for the conformity to 
the Standard of Personality to be automatic - the very nature of the 
thing makes it a matter of individual choice. 


Now a Standard of Personality independent of individual 
conceptions must be the essence of Personality as distinguished 
from individual idiosyncrasies, and can therefore be nothing else 
that the Creative Life, Love, Beauty, etc., viewed as a Divine 
Individuality, which, by identifying ourselves with, we eliminate all 
possibility of conflict with other personalities based on the same 
fundamental recognition; and the very universality of this Standard 
allows free play to all our particular idiosyncrasies while at the 
same time preventing them from antagonizing the fundamental 
principles to which we have found that the Self-contemplation of 
the Originating Spirit must necessarily give rise. In this way, we 
attain a Standard of Measurement for our own powers. If we 
recognize no such Standard, our development of spiritual powers, 
our discovery of the immense possibilities hidden in the inner laws 
of Nature and of our own being, can only become a scourge to 
ourselves and others, and it is for this reason that these secrets are 
so jealously guarded by those who know them, and that over the 
entrance to the temple are written the words “Eskata Bebeloi” - 
Hence ye Profane”. 


But if we recognize and accept this Standard of Measurement then 
we need never fear our discovery of hidden powers either in 
ourselves or in Nature, for on this basis it becomes impossible for 
us to misuse them. Therefore it is that all systematic teaching on 
these subjects begins with instruction regarding the Creative 
Order of the Cosmos, and then proceeds to exhibit the same Order, 
as reproduced on the plane of Personality and so affording a fresh 
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starting point for the Creative Process by the introduction of 
Individual Initiative and Selection. This is the doctrine of the 
Macrocosm and the Microcosm; and the transition from the 
generic working of the Creative Spirit in the Cosmos to its specific 
working in the Individual is what is meant by the doctrine of the 
Octave. 


When the Personal Factor is correctly understood as the agency for the 
One Life, nothing but good results from its activity. When it is 
erroneously supposed to be an independent existence having power and 
will of its own, all sorts of pain-bringing conditions arise from what it 
thinks, says and does. The ignorant think of these pain-bringing 
conditions as being “evils.” Occult doctrine, however, declares that 
because pain drives man to seek relief and this search leads ultimately to 
the discovery of truth, even the seeming evils of human life are the raw 
material for beautiful results. Thus, the Confessio says: “But as 
commonly even in the same place where there breaketh forth a new 
disease, nature discovereth a remedy for the same, so amidst so many 
infirmities of philosophy there do appear the right means, and unto our 
Fatherland sufficiently offered, whereby she may become sound again, 
and new or renovated may appear to a renovated world.” 


The Twenty-seventh Path 


The twenty seventh path is called the Exciting Intelligence, for thence is 
created the spirit of every creature of the supreme orb, and the activity, 
that is to say, the motion, to which they are subject. 

Book of Formation 


This path, typified in Tarot by Key 16, corresponds to the Hebrew letter 
whose name means “the mouth of man as the organ of speech.” In the 
Tarot picture the flash of lightning that destroys the building is a 
reference to that passage in the Book of Formation that says “Ten 
ineffable Sephiroth; their appearance is like that of a flash of lightning, 
their goal is infinite. His word is in them when they emanate and when 
they return; His bidding do they haste like a whirlwind.” 


Note well the imagery. Instantaneous and simultaneous manifestation of 
the ten fundamental aspects of the Life Power is suggested by the flash 
of lightning. As soon as the Life Power manifests itself at all, the sum 
total of its ten aspects comes at once into existence. The idea of speech, 
or the Creative Word, is bound up with this lightning-flash symbol by the 
phrase “His word is in them;” and the idea that the whole cosmic activity 
is a continuous expression of that Word, from beginning to end, is 
conveyed by the phrase when they emanate and when they return. 
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Furthermore, this emanation and return is compared to a whirlwind, that 
is, to a whirling breath. This last is particularly interesting, since it has 
been demonstrated by modern science that a lightning flash is really a 
whirling, spiral motion. It will yet be shown that this whirling motion is 
double, consisting of an outgoing and a returning current. 


When the Bible says again and again, “The mouth of Jehovah has spoken 
it,” and when the same book tells us, in Genesis, “The Elohim said,” this 
same idea of the creative power expressed in the Word is amplified. 


Thus, the third path leading to the Grade of Philosophus suggest to an 
occultist that there is a definite connection between consciousness that 
forms itself into speech and the electric energy that is the substance of 
every physical form. The occultist accepts all that the physicist has 
learned concerning the electrical constitution of the physical universe 
but adds that the real nature of that mysterious energy the physicist 
labels “electro-magnetism” is consciousness. Occult philosophy 
maintains that all activity, all motion, all energy is basically the activity, 
motion and energy of consciousness. It sees in the universe a continuous 
utterance of the word of Life. 


This interpretation of experience runs counter to generally accepted 
opinions. Thus, in Key 16, the lightning flash is shown destroying a 
tower that typifies false science. The basis of this false science is the 
notion that forms are built from a separate substance called “matter,” 
which is moved by “force and perceived by “mind.” Occult science says 
that the “matter or substance of all things is the motion of an energy that 
is essentially mental or conscious. That energy, working on itself, 
produces all things out of itself - or other, within itself. “Matter,” 
“force,” and “mind” are three aspects of One Reality. 


This One Reality is the exciting cause of all manifestation throughout the 
Universe. From it is formed the spirit or inner essence of every 
creature. From it proceeds the motion or activity to which they are 
subject. Here is a definite statement that nowhere in the universe is 
there any form of existence, or creature, that is not dependent on the 
activity of the Originating Principle. The spirit of every creature is a 
particular expression of this one Activity. The varied functions of all the 
different species of creatures depend absolutely on the one Motion that 
runs and returns like a whirling breath through the whole cosmos. 


The doctrines of the Grade of Philosophus are six in number and are 
derived from the letters of the words NTzCh Netzach or Victory, the 
name of the seventh circle on the Tree of Life and NSThr, Nesether, 
meaning “Occult” which designates the special mode of consciousness 
associated by Qabalists with that seventh circle. There are only six 
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doctrines, although the two words comprise seven letters, because both 
Netzach and Nesether beginning with the same letter, Nun. 


The letters of NTzCh, Netzach, correspond to three great truths of occult 
philosophy. The world Netzach itself clearly shows that this is a success 
philosophy, an interpretation of experience having for its fundamental 
postulate the idea that the cosmic undertaking is a success. 


Observe that the preceding sentence is written in the present tense. 
Occult philosophy holds that at every stage of the Great Work that Work 
is free from any trace of failure. It is at this moment as certainly a 
success as it ever will be. Whatever seems to be an appearance of 
failure is the result of our mistaken interpretations and partial 
knowledge. 


First of all, the cosmic undertaking itself is eternal. It has neither 
beginning nor end. Yet it has also certain definite cycles of activity, 
directed toward the realization of specific ends. We are in the midst of 
such a cycle and few persons know toward what end this present stage 
of the Great Work is moving. We are in the midst of an operation that is 
going on. The final result has not yet been brought about. 


Yet the present stage of the world proceeds in perfect, orderly sequence 
from all that has gone before and prepares the way for all that is yet to 
come. The great Artificer of the universe is Omnipotence itself, and the 
idea that Omnipotence can possibly fail, at any point or in the least 
degree is a contradiction of the very meaning of Omnipotence. Lacking 
knowledge of the design and misunderstanding the processes whereby 
that design is being brought to completion, the undeveloped human mind 
interprets these processes incorrectly and bewails as “failure” what 
better vision perceives as being an aspect of success. 


Doctrines of the Grade 


Bearing this in mind, let us now consider the doctrines of the Grade of 
Philosophus. They are as follows: 


1. DEATH, Key 13 (0) 

The dissolution of form is a fundamental tendency of the Cosmic process. 
All things change. All conditions pass away. No form ever remains fixed. 
Existence is a stream, a series of waves, an eternal movement. 


2. THE STAR, Key 17 (1) 
The Cosmic process is a meditation. The Life Power is conscious energy, 
flowing through a succession of forms related to a particular object. 
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Fach cycle of the Life Power’s self expression has some definite 
objective, and from the beginning of a cycle to its completion, there is no 
moment in which that objective is forgotten or otherwise obscured. 


3. THE CHARIOT, Key 7 (D) 

The Life Power is perfectly successful at every stage of the Cosmic 
process. All appearances of failure are illusive. The One Identity is the 
victor before ever the battle is joined. 


4. TEMPERANCE, Key 14 (D) 

Every human being is under the direct guidance of the One Identify. 
Every personal action is a special and particular expression of that One 
Identity’s overshadowing activity. Knowledge of this is the secret of the 
perfect freedom of the truly wise. 

5. THE WORLD, Key 21 (D) 

All form is a limitation of the infinite energy of the Life Power. The 
primary cause of limitation is the image-making power of the Universal 
Mind. Every act of human imagination is really a particular expression, 
through a personal center, of this image-making power. Hence, human 
imagination is, in kind though not in degree, the same as the Imagination 
that forms the Universe. 


6. THE SUN, Key 19 (1) 


Human personality is a synthesis of all cosmic processes. Man 
summaries all that precedes him and is the point of departure for the 
manifestation of a New Creature. The natural man is the seed of the 
spiritual man. 


Set out all six of these Tarot trumps, from right to left, for each day’s 
meditation. Select one of the cards, gaze at it for five minutes so that it 
may communicate its message to your subconscious mind. Then use the 
Doctrine given above, corresponding to the card, as the key to the 
remainder of your meditation. 


Continue this practice until the date of your 4=7 attunement. 


